TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS     SCHOOL

At first, the children are entirely dependent upon the
teacher's reading, and this means careful study and
practice before the lesson. Poems should be re-read
often, for by constant listening to the teacher's reading,
much of the verse will be memorised. This is the only
way of learning suitable for young children and should
entirely replace the teaching of verse, line by line,
through chorus repetition.

When the children have gained some facility in read-
ing, we can sometimes prepare hectographed copies of
a verse or two of a favourite poem, so that each child
may build up his own little illustrated anthology of
verse. From seven years onwards, the children should
have for independent reading some of the simple
collections of poetry, in which they will find many
poems with which they are already familiar from the
teacher's reading. At this stage, many children seem
to delight in committing poetry to memory, and this
should be encouraged.

We need poetry to suit every interest and experience;
for instance, poems about people, such as the police-
man, the sweep or the bus driver; poems about the
familiar sights of the street; poems about fairies; poems
about play in the home or garden, in the country or by
the sea.

Every teacher should make her own anthology. For
children under six, the nursery rhymes and jingles
seem to be preferred, although, occasionally, verse that